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Forward, Backward and Sideways

My wife studied landscape architecture as an
undergraduate. She has gone on to have a successful
career as a landscape architect, educator, and lecturer. For
her fortieth birthday I photocopied illustrations out of one of
her college text books, added my own commentary, and
assembled them for her as a humorous gift. Now, some
years later, I've updated the assemblage beyond its original
cut paper and tape format. I have reorganized the
information slightly, mainly adding a presentable image to
the title page.

Regarding the textbook source: Teaching principles of
design, which naturally includes the subjective topic of
aesthetics, is a difficult if not preposterous undertaking. One
must, however, do one's best to codify the information when
the audience is a bunch of lunkhead undergraduates. Also,
when the textbook from which the illustrations come was
first published, computer aided drafting and design (CADD)
was not yet part of the profession. All work was done by
hand, all drawings, all lettering, everything.

I have intentionally omitted references to the original
textbook's author, an earnest and dedicated professor.
There is no reason for the author's work to be sullied by
association with this homespun bit of mimicry. I have taken
the illustrations out of context and added my own captions
in an attempt at humor. Granted this may only be amusing
to me and my wife and possibly a few other pre-CADD era
landscape architects who might stumble upon it, yet it
amuses me enough to make it available here.

-Tim Barner

Credits

Front illustration: Woman in Roman Costume Picking
Fruit from a Tree; Italy, ca. 1 560, Etching and engraving,
Metropolitan Museum of Art.

The quote on page 10 is from a novel I was reading at
the time I originally put this together. Unfortunately I didn't
write down the source but it may be from a Robert B. Parker
novel or possibly one by John D. MacDonald.

© 2015 Tim Barner



LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE:

It's as easy as A, B, C
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Lesson One (1): Drawing Arrows

Lesson Two (2): Advanced Arrows Drawing
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History
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Grading
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Grading

okay, but .. .
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True or False?
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L.A. Tip

(see also Perspective Drawing)
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Very Important. Please develop three (3).
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Planting Design

What to strive for
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L.A. Tip

and remember

We went back under the archway between two

buildings and bore to the left.

"Park over here," Livingston said, and I did.

We were at the foot of a hill with a long gradual

grade, and a footpath that ascended the hill and curved

among some bushes on the way. There was no special

reason for it to curve, but landscape architects hate a

straight line. Livingstone led me along the path to the

first clump of bushes.*

* See Credits for attribution.
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Planting Design
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More planting design scripture
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And don't forget

(see also Perspective Drawing)
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L.A. Tip
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Technology
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Technology
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Details
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Technology
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Grading

20% ramp shown.

Do not exceed.
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Case Study:

A man with no knees attempts to use your stairs.

What might happen?

(Hint - see legal section of manual and ADA* requirements.)

* ADA: Americans with Disabi l i ties Act
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Perspective Drawing
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Presentation Drawing

Note politically correct biracial couple.
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Design

(See also Perspective Drawing)
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Design

Mystery here!
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A landscape architecture conundrum.

For discussion:
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Putting it All Together

Extra Credit: Can you find the kitchen sink?

(Hint: It isn't in the kitchen)




